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INTRODUCTION

Any reissuing of aclassic work dealing with religion in Virginiais aways
good news. This new edition of Semple' s History of the Rise and Progress of
the Baptistsin Virginia is no exception, for the treatise has long been held in
high regard as an accurate account interestingly presented. Perhaps the
volume' s worth can best be seen from the introductory statement of Garnett
Ryland in his The Baptists of Virginia (1955):

The Genera Committee of the Baptistsin Virginiain 1788 appointed six of its
members “to collect materials for compiling and publishing a history of the
Baptistsin Virginia.”

The next year, John Williams, its moving spirit, wrote: “We desire every
circumstance to be handed forth in as clear and conspicuous a point of view as
possible, perfectly consistent with candor and truth.”

This was accomplished by Robert Baylor Semplein his History of the Rise and
Progress of the Baptistsin Virginia, published in 1810, and from it the present
account of the Baptists of Virginia has drawn freely.

Semple, himself, in his preface to the original edition, held “candor and
simplicity” to beideals for hiswork. He claimed to have “faithfully recorded
the foibles and failures, as well as the virtues and praises, of his own people.”

Sempl€e’s history was “revised and extended” by G.W. Bealein 1894. In the
preface to that edition Beale appropriately paid tribute to the author for his
singularly excellent work. Among those quoted by Beale in praise of Semple,
the man and his work, were the eminent Dr. J.L. Burrows and Dr. Charles H.
Ryland, Secretary of the Virginia Baptist Historical Society.

Robert Baylor Semple lived an uncommonly useful life. Hewasbornin
Rosemont, Virginia, January 20, 1769, and died in Fredericksburg on
Christmas Day, 1831. In early manhood he combined teaching with the study
of law. Following his religious conversion in 1789, he joined Upper King and
Queen Church. He was ordained to the ministry September 26, 1790, and
immediately became pastor of the Bruington Baptist Church. Here he served
for forty years until his death. He was married March 1, 1793 to Ann Loury of
Caroline County; they had twelve children.

Semple served as president of the Baptist Convention of Virginiain 1813,
trustee of Columbian Collegein 1821, moderator of General Meeting of
Correspondence, 1807, and first president of the Baptist General Association
of Virginiain 1823. In 1820 he was elected president of the Triennial



Convention, serving until his death. In 1814, 1815, he received honorary
degrees, D.D. and A.M., from Brown University.

The unique contribution of Virginia Baptists to modern lifeisreligious
freedom. Baptists in Rhode Island, Pennsylvania, South Carolina and
elsawhere made singular pioneering efforts, but the major installment for
religious liberty was paid in Virginia. The testing ground was there; there the
decisive battle was fought and won. Patrick Henry, Thomas Jefferson, James
Madison, John Leland and the Baptists played key roles in gaining a victory
for mankind. It isfitting that Sempl€e' s history should continue to live, if for no
other reason, to tell something of the price paid for this prize trophy.

JOE MADISON KING Professor of Religion
Furman University Greenville, South Carolina
August 18, 1971



RECOMMENDATORY LETTER.

THE following letter from Rev. Andrew Broaddus, Caroline, and Peter Nelson,
Esqg., Professor of Wingfield Academy, Hanover, is so gratifying to the
feelings of the author that he cannot withhold from publication the
recommendation of men so capable of judging of the merits of such awork:

August 30, 1810.

DEAR SIR, — The examination of your “History of the Rise and Progress of the
Baptistsin Virginia’ has indeed been to us a pleasing task; not merely asit has
afforded us an opportunity of complying with the requisition of a friendship we
highly value, but from the manner in which the compilation is executed.

We are far from intending the complimentary style of recommendation when
we say that we consider this atruly valuable and well executed work. The style
is perspicuous, concise and well adapted to history, the arrangement clear and
happily calculated to prevent confusion, and the matter it contains highly
important and interesting to every friend of truth and piety.

We cannot conclude without congratul ating you on the completion of an
undertaking so laborious as this has been, and the public on the acquisition of a
work calculated, in a considerable degree, to gratify the curious and inform the
inquisitive, as well as to promote the cause of true religion.

Accept the assurances of our friendship and esteem.

PETER NELSON.
ANDREW BROADDUS.



PREFACE.

UNLESS the compiler iswholly deceived in himself, his attempt to write a
history of the VIRGINIA BAPTISTS did not spring either from the love of money
or the love of fame. To say that these things never entered his thoughts would
be saying what no one would believe. His motive was an ardent wish for the
prosperity of truth, which he really thought could be greatly promoted by a
plain and simple exhibition of God’ s dealings towards His people. The rise and
rapid spread of the Baptistsin Virginiawere so remarkable that there are but
few who do not believe that some historical relation of them will be productive
of real advantage to true religion. So much were our revolutionary reformers
persuaded of thisthat they made arrangements, as early as 1788, to collect
materials and publish a history, as may be seen by turning to our history of the
proceedings of the General Committee.

If his book does not recommend itself by its polished style, deep erudition or
rhetorical flights, he thinks that it possesses qualities that are more valuable in
such awork. Candor and simplicity, in church history, appear to the author
properties of primary importance. He has faithfully recorded the foibles and
failures, as well as the virtues and praises, of his own people.

The documents which were before him were of various sorts. Some were
printed, and, of course, rested upon the veracity of the author. Some were old
manuscripts gathered from the papers of personslong since dead, and which
might have been hastily composed, their authors not expecting their
publication and not being alive to give explanations. Some, and indeed many,
were furnished by living characters, who doubtlesss always gave as correct
information as they possessed. But from the contradictory statements of the
same facts by different persons there must have been many mistakes. The
compiler always strove to select from the various statements that which
seemed most likely to be correct; yet without doubt he will be found
sometimes to have been mistaken. His errors, however, if there are any, are
chiefly, if not wholly respecting matters of secondary importance. To make a
satisfactory selection was often extremely difficult indeed, yet the arrangement
of materials received was not the most arduous part. An unaccountable
backwardness of many to furnish in any way the information possessed
rendered the task almost impracticable. All these difficulties considered, with
many that cannot be expressed, the reader will do no more than justice to say
that, however incorrect the work may be in some of its parts, and however
deficient in others, it is still a performance that must have cost no
inconsiderable labor and solicitude.



Whilst he expresses regret at the backwardness of some, he feels a more than
commensurate pleasure in expressing his gratitude for the laudable
forwardness of others. These are so numerous and so deserving that heis
fearful, whilst he cannot insert the names of all, the sensibility of others might
be wounded if he should mention those of the Rev. William Mason, of
Culpeper; John Poindexter, of Louisa; A. Waller, of Spotsylvania; William
Brame, of Richmond; Benjamin Watkins, of Powhatan; William Richards, of
Mecklenburg; Josiah Osborne and John Alderson, of Greenbrier; William
Howard, of Montgomery; John Jenkins, of Pittsylvania; Jeremiah Moore, of
Fairfax; and Mr. Thomas Buck, of Frederick. From these a prompt and friendly
aid was afforded; and, indeed, some exerted themselves above what could have
been expected. From the histories of the Kehukee and K etocton A ssociations
extracts have been made as to Portsmouth and Ketocton. To their authors he
must, therefore, express his obligations. Mr. Leland’s Virginia Chronicle, his
manuscript collection, &c., were the more valuable because they furnished
matter which could not have been easily, if at all, obtained elsewhere.

There are some parts of the history, such as treat on churches, & c., which will
not be interesting to many readers; yet to others these places may be the most
desirable.

The tables prefixed to each Association are designed to exhibit a compendious
view of the churches of which they are composed.

In treating on churches and A ssociations, opportunities are often taken of
delineating some living characters, and thereby to hold up for imitation the
praiseworthy properties of good men; and, in afew instances, by exhibiting the
true characters of bad ones, awarning is offered to the unwary.

Finally, whatever may be the censures of bigots and cynics, the author hopes
for the candid and liberal support of the friends of truth and piety; and for these
this book is particularly designed.

Notwithstanding great pains have been taken to prevent it, some grammatical
and some typographical errors have imperceptibly crept into thiswork. These,
itisbelieved, seldom, if ever, affect the sense.



PREFACE TO THE REVISED EDITION.

THE reasons for the republication of this History are not far to seek. The eyes
which greeted its appearance in 1810 have al long since closed in death, and
two full generations have since then passed away, leaving scarcely onein a
thousand now who is familiar with the events of which it treats. Meanwhile,
time that spared the statue of Adrian’s horse but overwhelmed that of the
emperor himself, has been busy, obscuring the real actors in great movements
and exalting other claimantsin their stead. Its changes have not spared the
worthy characters of this history, but threaten to confuse their actions, and to
efface their written memorials, the names of the places associated with their
toils and sufferings, and even their graves. The lines of the State which they
helped to make illustrious have been atered, and one-third of its counties have
entered into the formation of a new Commonwealth, while nearly alike
proportion of the remainder have been brought into being since this work was
written.

The endeavor to found Baptist churchesin Virginiawas in its earlier stages an
extraordinary and unique religious movement, unparalleled elsewherein the
history of Christianity on the American continent, and the like of which, itis
not to be supposed, will ever occur again. The causes of this may be traced in
the origin and history of the colony of Virginia, the successful undertaking of
which found its most zeal ous and effective advocate in a prebendary of the
Established Church of England, whose pen drafted the rules of government
under which the first expedition sailed. Priests of the church accompanied the
earliest and most important voyages, and formally signalized their landings on
James river with their prayers. Among the earliest buildings reared at
Jamestown was one consecrated to the services of the church. The most
zealous care of the Colonial Assembly for more than a century after the
settlement was to cement the union between the government and the church,
and to make the claims and offices of the latter as binding as possible upon the
people. Thuslegalized, the church anticipated the birth of the children of the
colony, and did not forsake them in their death. It offered its blessing on their
natal hoursin prayers “for all women in the perils of child-birth.” It sealed
their tender infancy with its baptismal sacrament, under rubrics which
provided “The priest shall take the child in his hands, and naming the child,
shall dip it in the water *discreetly and warily.”” It published the bans of
matrimony on its church-doors, and solemnized the rite with its formula. It
enforced Sabbath worship in accordance with itsritual and creed, and under
heavy penalties for its neglect; and the obsequies of the dead it directed after
itsown impressive burial service. Even its church-yards were made by law



cemeteries, so that the Establishment which nursed its children so closely in
life, ceased not to cover them with its shadows in death.

A church whose offices were brought so intimately into contact with the most
important concerns and sacred relations of the colonists could not fail to
become endeared in the hearts of many with alove and veneration
strengthened by the strongest bonds of their habits, associations, traditions and
memories. It therefore should not excite great surprise that when the Baptists
arosein Virginiawith principles so antagonistic to the union of church and
State, so clamorous for aregenerate church-membership, for the baptism of
believers only, for independence in church government, and the voluntary
principle in support of religion, they should have met with determined
opposition, and that all the machinery of the law and the courts should have
been employed to restrain and silence them.

In the contest which ensued, which was atruly noble and heroic phase in the
development of religious freedom, while we must accord their full need of
praiseto all others who co-operated in the struggle, it is but simple justice to
say that no other partiesin Virginia, religious or political, saw so clearly as the
Separate Baptists the stand which it was necessary to take, and the sacrifice
which it was necessary to make, in order to secure perfect religious equality
and freedom. And having seen thus clearly, their record shows how ready they
were to take the stand and to suffer the penalty. Many arude arbor and shaded
grove and private dwelling, unlicensed by the general court as places for
preaching, yet used as such by the Baptist preachers, became witnesses of the
stand which they took; while the jailsin Alexandria, Warrenton, Cul peper,
Fredericksburg, Tappahannock and Urbanna, as well as thosein King and
Queen, Caroline and Chesterfield, became witnesses of the penalty which they
endured.

The formidable opposition which confronted this early work did not make it
more remarkable than did the abundant successes which crowned it. The force
which sought to stifle it seemed to add new vigor to its life. Its growth after the
Revolution became phenomenal. A letter written from Baltimore, February 4,
1790, and published in London, said:

“The Gospel of Christ has obtained a glorious congquest over thousands
in the United States of America. Virginiain particular is wonderfully
blessed with large effusions of the Holy Spirit. A few months since |
received aletter from one of the ministersin said State, giving an
account of between four and five thousand persons added to one
Association in less than fifteen months' time.”



A correspondent writing from New Y ork of the same work said: “ The progress
of divine truth isamazing.” Another, in aletter dated “ Boston, November 4,
1789,” said of it: “By accounts from those partsit has seemed something like
the day of Pentecost.” Through a series of large ingatherings such as are here
reported, the Baptist churches of Virginia, though it was the last of the thirteen
original coloniesin which they gained a permanent footing, were enabled
during the lifetime of many of their founders to report a membership nearly, if
not quite, as large asthat of all the other colonies combined.

The work was remarkable not only in the manner of itsincrease, but in that of
its depletion as well, by which its ministers by the score, and its members by
the thousand, were withdrawn from Virginia on the tide of southern and
western emigration. This exodus was by individuals, by families, by
companies, and in some instances by churches, which, gathering together their
pastors, deacons and members, with their children and servants, their
household goods, provisions, cattle, horses and wagons, set out on the rugged
paths of the emigrant, across mountains, through dense forests and over
rushing rivers, to find new settlements, and to rear new meetinghouses on the
plains and among the valleys of Kentucky, Tennessee and other States. Thus
the work in Virginia became an important factor in extending Baptist
principles to the Mississippi river and beyond, and from the Ohio to the Gulf,
and thereby helping to create within the territory of the Southern Baptist
Convention the most numerous Baptist constituency in the world.

Of this History, as prepared by its author, an authority no less competent than
thelate Dr. J.L. Burrows (a name greatly honored and revered by Virginia
Baptists) has expressed the following estimate:

“It is one of the most successful attempts of the sort that has ever been
made for any section of our world. It was well, masterfully done. Our
people have never appreciated thiswork as it deserves. It isto-day one
of the most suggestive, disciplinary, inspiring treatises on Baptist
doctrines, methods, developments, to be found in our libraries. In style
simple and clear, conscientiously veraciousin its facts and figures,
accurate in its statements of doctrine and polity, calm and faithful in
narrating the sufferings of the fathers, honest and precise in portraying
discussions and controversies, furnishing the sentiments and facts from
which we can trace the development of our principles and practices to
the present time; it is atreasury of knowledge without which much that
isvaluable in the past would be impenetrably obscure. All honor, and
more honor than has ever yet been given, is due to the memory of this
industrious and trustworthy compiler and preserver of our early
history.”



Of the author of the History, whose portrait appears as the frontispiece of this
volume, Dr. Charles H. Ryland, secretary of the Virginia Baptist Historical
Society, and one of the ministerial sons of Bruington church, has appropriately
written:

“The church at Bruington, King and Queen county, Va., was
constituted in 1790. While they were anxiously seeking a leader, it was
revealed to them that there was a young man, one of their own number,
before God crying: ‘Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? That man
was Robert Baylor Semple, ayoung lawyer, twenty years old, who, the
year before, had been baptized by Elder Theodorick Noel and joined
Upper King and Queen church. He was born at * Rosemount,” near
Bruington, was awidow’ s son, of respectable family and well

educated. The church laid their hands upon him in ordination and made
him their pastor. Hisfirst efforts at preaching were so stammering that
adistinguished lawyer and statesman, hearing him, ‘ predicted that
young Semple would never in the character of a minister gain the
attention of the community.” But this was the man who led the flock for
more than forty years. Hisfirst text was the index of hislong and able
ministry: ‘ That Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.’ Itis
Nno exaggeration to say that the Baptists of Virginia have never had
another figure so influential and commanding, nor one more useful in
their ministry. His labors in the pastorate, his work for education and
missions, his great and wise leadership upon all questions of
denominational polity, and last, though not least, hisinvaluable
services as the historian of his people’ s principles, sufferings and work,
were such asto entitle him to the encomium, ‘He was afather in

Israel.’

“His body sleeps under the oaks in Bruington church yard, and over it,
upon a broad marble slab, isthisinscription

““In Memory of
ROBERT BAYLOR SEMPLE,
Minister of the Gospel.
Born Jan., 20th, 1769.

“‘In life'searly prime he was called to the knowledge of the truth, and
baptized upon profession of his faith. For more than forty years, with
unwearied diligence and zeal, he devoted the powers of an energetic
mind, furnished with a classic education, to the service of his Divine
Master in the work of the ministry.



“*Having finished his course on earth, he was called to rest from his
labors December, 25, 1831, being near the close of his sixty-third year.
“Well done, good and faithful servant; enter thou into the joy of thy
Lord.” The church and congregation at Bruinglon have erected this
tablet as a testimony of esteem for their beloved and lamented pastor.’”

With the exception of the biographical sketches (which appear in a condensed
form) the present work is a faithful reproduction of the original. The
annotations which have been supplied are simply designed to throw light on
pointsin the narrative which time has tended to obscure. The other matter
added is, for the most part, intended to indicate briefly the lines of the
subsequent development of the work portrayed in the History. If, with the
divine blessing upon it, the publication, asit now appears, may extend an
intelligent acquaintance with the Baptist fathers and their deeds, and thus
endear and confirm the principles for which they toiled and suffered, arich
satisfaction will reward the aim which prompted, and the hope which guided in
its preparation.

G. W.B.
HoLLINS, VA.,
June, 1894.



A HISTORY OF THE RISE AND
PROGRESS OF THE BAPTISTSIN
VIRGINIA.

BY ROBERT B. SEMPLE.

CHAPTER 1. — OF THE ORIGIN OF THE SEPARATE
BAPTISTS.

THE Baptists of Virginia originated from three sources. The first were
emigrants from England, who, about the year 1714, settled in the southeastern
parts of the State.

About 1743 another party came from Maryland and formed a settlement in the
northwest.

Each of these will be treated of in their proper places.

A third party, from New England, having acted the most distinguished part,
first demands our attention.

By the preaching of Mr. Whitefield through New England a great work of God
broke out in that country, distinguished by the name of the New Light Stir. All
who joined it were called New Lights. Many preachers of the established order
became active in the work. Their success was so great that numbers of the
parish clergy, who were opposed to the revival, were apprehensive that they
should be deserted by al their hearers. They therefore not only refused them
the use of their meeting-houses, but actually procured the passage of alaw to
confine all preachersto their own parishes. This opposition did not effect the
intended object. The hearts of the people, being touched by a heavenly flame,
could no longer relish the dry parish service, conducted, for the most part, as
they thought, by a set of graceless mercenaries.

The New Light Stir being extensive, a great number were converted to the
Lord. These, conceiving that the parish congregations, afew excepted, were
far from the purity of the Gospel, determined to form a society to themselves.
Accordingly, they embodied many churches. Into these none were admitted
who did not profess vital religion. Having thus separated themselves from the
established churches, they were denominated Separates. Their church



government was entirely upon the plan of the Independents, the power being in
the hands of the church. They permitted unlearned men to preach, provided
they manifested such gifts asindicated future usefulness. They were
Pedobaptistsin principle, but did not reject any of their members who chose to
submit to believers' baptism.

The Separates first took their rise, or rather their name, about the year 1744.
They increased very fast for several years. About ayear after they were
organized into adistinct society they were joined by Shubal Stearns,™ who,
becoming a preacher, labored among them until 1751, when, forming
acquaintance with some of the Baptists, he was convinced of the duty of
believers baptism. Being a good man, to know his duty was sufficient to
induce him to perform it. The same year in which he was baptized he was
ordained, and took the pastoral care of a church.

Mr. Stearns and most of the Separates had strong faith in the immediate
teachings of the Spirit. They believed that to those who sought Him earnestly
God gave evident tokens of Hiswill. That such indications of the divine
pleasure, partaking of the nature of inspiration, were above, though not
contrary to reason, and that following these, still leaning in every step upon the
same wisdom and power by which they were first actuated, they would
inevitably be led to the accomplishment of the two great objects of a
Christian’s life— the glory of God and the salvation of men. Mr. Stearns,
listening to some of these instructions of Heaven, conceived himself called
upon by the Almighty to move far to the westward to execute a great and
extensive work. Incited by hisimpressions, in the year 1754, he and afew of
his members took their leave of New England. They halted first at Opeckon, in
Berkeley county, Virginia, where he found a Baptist church under the care of
Rev. John Garrard,” who met him kindly. Here, also, he met his brother-in-
law,” the Rev. Daniel Marshall, just returned from his mission among the
Indians, and who after his arrival at this place had become a Baptist.” They
joined companies and settled for awhile on Cacapon, in Hampshire county,
about thirty miles from Winchester. Here, not meeting with his expected
success, he felt restless. Some of his friends had moved to North Caroling; he
received letters from these, informing him that preaching was greatly desired
by the people of that country; that in some instances they had ridden forty
miles to hear one sermon. He and his party once more got under way, and,
traveling about two hundred miles, came to Sandy Creek, in Guilford county,
North Carolina. Here he took up his permanent residence. Soon after his
arrival, viz., November 22, 1755, he and his companions, to the number of
sixteen, were constituted into a church called Sandy Creek,” and to which Mr.
Stearns was appointed pastor. In thislittle church in the wilderness there were,



besides the pastor, two other preachers, viz., Joseph Breed and Daniel
Marshall, neither of whom was ordained.

Thus organized they began their work, kindling afire which soon began to
burn brightly indeed, spreading in afew years over Virginia, North and South
Carolina and Georgia.

The subsequent events seem completely to have verified Mr. Stearns's
impressions concerning a great work of God in the West.



CHAPTER 2. — FROM THEIR FINAL SETTLEMENT
IN NORTH CAROLINA UNTIL THE
COMMENCEMENT OF LEGAL PERSECUTION.

THE natives around about this little colony of Baptists, although brought up in
the Christian religion, were grossly ignorant of its essential principles. Having
the form of godliness, they knew nothing of its power.

The doctrine of Mr. Stearns and his party was consequently quite strange. To
be born again appeared to them as absurd as it did to the Jewish doctor, when
he asked if he must enter the second time into his mother’ s womb and be born
again. Having always supposed that religion consisted in nothing more than
the practice of its outward duties, they could not comprehend how it should be
necessary to feel conviction and conversion. But to be able to ascertain the
time and place of one's conversion was, in their estimation, wonderful indeed.
These points were all strenuously contended for by the new preachers.

But their manner of preaching was, if possible, much more novel than their
doctrines. The Separates in New England had acquired a very warm and
pathetic address, accompanied by strong gestures and a singular tone of voice.
Being often deeply affected themselves while preaching, correspondent
affections were felt by their pious hearers, which were frequently expressed by
tears, trembling, screams, shouts and acclamations. All these they brought with
them into their new habitation. The people were greatly astonished, having
never seen things on this wise before. Many mocked, but, the power of God
attending them, many also trembled. In process of time some of the natives
became converts, and bowed obedience to the Redeemer’ s sceptre. These,
uniting their labors with the chosen band, a powerful and extensive work broke
out. From sixteen, Sandy Creek church soon swelled to six hundred and six
members, so mightily grew the work of God!

Daniel Marshall, though not possessed of great talents, was indefatigable in his
endeavors. He sallied out into the adjacent neighborhoods and planted the
Redeemer’s standard in many of the strongholds of Satan. At Abbott’s Creek,
about thirty miles from Sandy Creek, the Gospel prospered so largely that they
petitioned the mother church for a constitution and for the ordination of Mr.
Marshall astheir pastor. Mr. Marshall accepted the call and went to live among
them. His ordination, however, was a matter of some difficulty. It required a
plurality of eldersto constitute a presbytery; Mr. Stearns was the only ordained
minister among them. In this dilemmathey were informed that there were
some Regular Baptist preachers living on Pedee. To one of these Mr. Stearns



applied, and requested him to assist him in the ordination of Mr. Marshall.
Thisregquest he sternly refused, declaring that he held no fellowship with
Stearns's party; that he believed them to be a disorderly set, suffering women
to pray in public and permitting every ignorant man to preach that chose; that
they encouraged noise and confusion in their meetings. Application was then
made to Mr. Henry Ledbetter, who lived somewhere in the Southern States,
and who was a brotherin-law of Mr. Marshall. He and Mr. Stearns ordained
Mr. Marshall to the care of this new church. The work of grace continued to
spread, and several preachers were raised in North Carolina. Among others
was James Read,® who was afterwards very successful in Virginia. When he
first began to preach he was entirely illiterate, not knowing how to read or
write. His wife became his instructor, and he soon acquired learning sufficient
to enable him to read the Scriptures.

Into the parts of Virginia adjacent to the residence of this religious colony the
Gospel had been quickly carried by Mr. Marshall. He had baptized several in
some of hisfirst visits. Among them was Dutton Lane,” who shortly after his
baptism began to preach. A revival succeeded, and Mr. Marshall at one time
baptized fortytwo persons. In August, 1760, a church was constituted under the
pastoral care of Rev. Dutton Lane. This was the first Separate Baptist churchin
Virginia, and, in some sense, the mother of al the rest. The church prospered
under the ministry of Mr. Lane, aided by the occasional visits of Mr. Marshall
and Mr. Stearns. They endured much persecution; but God prospered them and
delivered them out of the hands of al their enemies.

Soon after Mr. Lan€e’ s conversion the power of God was effectual in the
conversion of Samuel Harriss, a plan of great distinction in those parts.
Besides being burgess of the county and colonel of the militia, he held several
other offices.” Upon being honored of God, he laid aside all worldly honors
and became alaborer in the Lord’ s vineyard. In 1759 he was ordained a ruling
elder. From the time of the commencement of his ministry for about seven
years his labors were devoted chiefly to his own and the adjacent counties.
Being often with Mr. Marshall in his ministerial journeys, he caught the zeal,
diligence, and, indeed, the manners of Marshall. His labors were crowned with
the blessing of Heaven wherever he went.

Stearns, though not as laborious as Marshall, was not idle. He seems to have
had the talent of arranging the materials when collected. He understood well
discipline and church government. Having now constituted several churches,
and there being some others that exercised the rights of churches though not
formally organized, Mr. Stearns conceived that an association composed of
delegates from all these would have a tendency to impart stability, regularity
and uniformity to the whole. For this prudent purpose he visited each church
and congregation and explained the contemplated plan, induced them all to



send delegates to his meeting-house the ensuing January, which wasin the
year 1760.

Their regulations and proceedings may be seen in our account of the General
Association. Here it may suffice to observe that through these meetings the
Gospel was carried into many new places, where the fame of the Baptists had
previously spread, for great crowds, attending from distant parts, mostly
through curiosity, many became enamored with these extraordinary people,
and petitioned the Association to send preachers into their neighborhoods.
These petitions were readily granted, and the preachers as readily complied
with the apppointments. Thus the Association became the medium of
propagating the Gospel in new and dark places. They were instrumental in
another way in advancing truth. When assembled their chief employment was
preaching, exhortation, singing and conversing about their various exertionsin
the Redeemer’ s service and the attendant success. These things so inflamed the
hearts of the ministers that they would leave the Association with a zeal and
courage which no obstacles could impede.

Mr. Marshall’simpressions led him to travel farther south. Of his successin
those quarters, see some account in his biography.”

Mr. Harriss was destined of God to labor more extensively in Virginiathan in
any other State. Having done much good in the circumjacent parts, the time
had now arrived for him to lengthen his chords. In January, 1765, Allen
Wyley,™ an inhabitant of Culpeper, and who had been baptized by David
Thomas, hearing of the Separate Baptist preachers, traveled from Cul peper to
Pittsylvaniain order to get one or more of them to come and preach in
Culpeper. He traveled on, scarcely knowing whither he went. An unseen hand
directed his course. He providentialy fell in with one of Mr. Harriss's
meetings. When he came into the meeting-house Mr. Harriss fixed his eyes
upon him, being impressed previously that he had some extraordinary
message. He asked him whence he came, &c. Mr. Wyley told him his errand.
Upon which, after some deliberation, believing him to be sent of God, Mr.
Harriss agreed to go. Taking three days to prepare, he started with Wyley,
having no meetings on the way, yet exhorting and praying at every house
where he went.

Arriving in Culpeper, hisfirst meeting was at Wyley’s own house. He
preached the first day without interruption, and appointed for the next. He the
next day began to preach, but the opposers immediately raised violent
opposition, appearing with whips, sticks, clubs, &c., so asto hinder his labors;
in consequence of which he went that night over to Orange county, and
preached with much effect. He continued many days preaching from place to
place, attended by great crowds and followed throughout his meetings by



severa persons, who had been lately converted or seriously awakened under
the ministry of the Regular Baptists, and also by many who had been alarmed
by his own labors. When Mr. Harriss left them he exhorted them to be
steadfast, and advised some (in whom he discovered talents) to commence the
exercise of their gifts and to hold meetings among themselves.

In this ministerial journey Mr. Harriss sowed many good seed, yielding
afterwards great increase. The young converts took his advice and began to
hold meetings every Sabbath, and ailmost every night in the week, taking a
tobacco house for their meeting-house. After proceeding in this way for some
time they applied to Mr. David Thomas,™ who lived somewhere north of the
Rappahannock, to come and preach for them, and to teach them the ways of
God more perfectly. He came, but in his preaching expressed some
disapprobation of the preaching of such weak and illiterate persons. Thiswas
like throwing cold water upon their flaming zeal. They took umbrage, and
resolved to send once more for Mr. Harriss.

Some time in the year of 1766, and a short time after Mr. Thomas's preaching,
three of the parties, viz., Elijah Craig and two others, traveled to Mr. Harriss's
house, in order to procure his services in Orange and the adjacent partsto
preach and baptize the new converts. They found to their surprise that he had
not been ordained to the administration of the ordinances. To remedy this
inconvenience he carried them about sixty milesinto North Carolinato get
James Read, who was ordained.

There is something singular in the exercises of Mr. Read about thistime. He
was impressed with an opinion that he had frequent teachings from God; and,
indeed, from the account given by himself, we must either doubt his veracity
or admit that his impressions were supernatural.”? He declares that respecting
his preaching in Virginia, for many weeks he had no rest in his spirit. Asleep
or awake, he felt his soul earnestly impressed with strong desires to come to
Virginiato preach the Gospel. In his dreams he thought that God would often
show him large congregations assembled to hear preaching. He was sometimes
heard by hisfamily to cry out in hissleep, O Virginia, Virginia, Virginia! Mr.
Graves, amember of his church, agood man, discovering his anxiety, and
believing hisimpressions to be from God, offered to accompany him. Just as
they were fixing to come off, Mr. Harriss and the three messengers mentioned
above came for him to go with them. The circumstances so much resemble
Peter’s call from Joppato Caesarea, that we can hardly for amoment hesitate
in placing implicit confidence in its being a contrivance of divine wisdom.

Mr. Read agreed to go without much hesitation. One of the messengers from
Spotsylvania went on to appoint meetings on the way. The two preachers, after
filling up some appointmentsin their own parts, pursued their contemplated



journey, accompanied by Mr. Graves and the other two. In about a fortnight
they arrived in Orange, within the bounds of Blue Run church as it now stands.
When they came in sight and saw a very large congregation they were greatly
affected. After afew minutes of prayer and reflection, they recovered their
courage and entered upon their great work. They preached with much effect on
that day. The next day they preached at Elijah Craig's, where avast crowd
attended. D. Thomas and John Garrard, both preachers of the Regular order,
were at this meeting. The ministers on both sides seemed desirous to unite, but
the people were against it, the larger part siding with the Separates. Asthey
could not unite, both parties held meetings the next day, being Sabbath, but a
small distance from each other. Baptism was administered by both. These
things widened the breach. Messrs. Read and Harriss, however, continued their
ministrations. Mr. Read baptized nineteen the first day and more on the days
following. They went through Spotsylvaniainto the upper parts of Caroline,
Hanover and Goochland counties, sowing the seed of grace and peace in many
places. So much were they inspirited by these meetings that they made
appointments to come again the next year. In their second visit they were
accompanied by the Rev. Dutton Lane, who assisted them in constituting and
organizing the first Separate Baptist church™ between the Rappahannock and
James rivers. Thistook place on the 20th of November, 1767. The church was
called Upper Spotsylvania, and consisted of twenty-five members, including
all the Separate Baptists north of James river. This was a mother to many other
churches.

Read and Harriss continued to visit these parts for about three years with
wonderful effect. In one of their visits they baptized seventy-five at one time,
and in the course of one of their journeys, which generally lasted several
weeks, they baptized upwards of two hundred. It was not uncommon at their
great meetings for many hundreds of men to camp on the ground, in order to
be present the next day. The night meetings, through the great work of God,
continued very late. The ministers would scarcely have an opportunity to sleep.
Sometimes the floor would be covered with persons struck down under
conviction of sin. It frequently happened that when they would retire to rest at
alate hour they would be under the necessity of arising again through the
earnest cries of the penitent. There were instances of persons traveling more
than one hundred miles to one of these meetings; to go forty or fifty was not
uncommon.

On account of the great increase of members, through the labors of Messrs.
Read and Harriss, aided by a number of young preachers, it was found
necessary to constitute several other churches. Accordingly, on the 2d day of
December, 1769, Lower Spotsylvania church was constituted, with 154
members, who chose John Waller™ for pastor. He was consecrated to this



office June 2, 1770. Lewis Craig was consecrated pastor to the mother church
November, 1770. Blue Run church was constituted December 4, 1769, and
choosing Elijah Craig for their pastor, he was consecrated May, 1771

Read and Harriss, particularly the latter, were men of great zeal and
indefatigable diligence and perseverance in their Master’s cause; their spirit
was caught by many of the young prophets in Orange and Spotsylvania. Lewis
and Elijah Craig, John Waller, James Childs,"® John Burrus, &c., animated by
an ardent desire for the advancement of their Master’ s kingdom, sallied forth
in every direction, spreading the tidings of peace and salvation wherever they
went. Most of them illiterate, yet illumined by the wisdom from above, they
would defend and maintain the cause of truth against the arguments of the
most profound. Without visible sword or buckler; they moved on steadily to
their purpose, undismayed by the terrific hosts of Satan backed by the strong
arm of civil authority. Magistrates and mobs, priests and sheriffs, courts and
prisons all vainly combined to divert them from their object. He that was for
them was greater than all that were against them. They found that

“Prisons would palaces prove,
If Jesus would dwell with them there.”

There was an Established religion. The Nebuchadnezzars of the age required
all men to bow down to this golden image. These Hebrew children refused,
and were cast into the burning fiery furnace of persecution; the Son of God
walked with them there, to the utter dismay of their enemies. The decree
finally went forth that none should be any more forced to worship the golden
image. The Establishment was overturned.

Their labors were not limited to their own counties. In Goochland, Messrs.
Harriss and Read had baptized several; among whom was Reuben Ford, who
had professed vital faith about seven years before, under the ministry of the
renowned Whitefield and Davis. Mr. Ford was baptized in the year 1769, by
James Read.

These plants were watered by the labors of the Spotsylvania preachers,
particularly J. Waller, who, early in hisvisits to Goochland, baptized William
Webber and Joseph Anthony,™ who, with Reuben Ford, had been exhorting,
&c., previousto their being baptized. By the united labors of these several
servants of God, the work of godliness progressed in Goochland and round
about. The conquests of Jesus differ from those of the kings of the earth; they
aim to destroy their enemies; He turns enemiesto friends; He arrests an
infuriated Saul from the ranks of Satan, and makes him an inspired advocate
for that cause which he once destroyed. So it fared with all these young
preachers. They were no sooner captivated by the King of Zion than they
immediately began to fight under His banner; their success was commensurate



with their diligence, many believed and were baptized in Goochland; insomuch
that they thought themselves ripe for an independent government, and were
accordingly constituted as a church towards the last of the year 1771. It was
called Goochland church, and contained about seventy-five members. This
was the mother church of those parts, for from it have since been constituted
severa others. Dover and Licking Hole were both, shortly after, taken from
Goochland church.™ William Webber became pastor of Dover, which office
he held until his death, in 1808.™° Reuben Ford administered the Word and
ordinances to Goochland and Licking Hole.

The spread of the Gospel is somewhat like the spread of fire. It doesnot in all
cases advance regularly; but a spark being struck out, flies off and begins a
new flame at a distance. In this manner did the Gospel takeitsrisein the
counties of Middlesex, Essex and the adjacent counties. One William Mullen,
afterwards an useful preacher, had moved from Middlesex and settled in the
county of Amelia. When the Gospel reached Amelia, Mr. Mullen embraced the
truth. Coming afterwards, in 1769, on avisit to hisrelationsin Middlesex and
Essex, by arguments, drawn from the Scripture, he convinced' his brother
John, and his brother-in-law, James Greenwood,” with several others, of the
necessity of being born again. Of these, some found peace in believing, before
they ever heard the Gospel publicly preached. November, 1770, John Waller
and John Burrus carne down and preached in Middlesex. They continued
preaching at and near the same place for three days; great crowds came out;
Waller baptized five. Persecution began to rage. Some said they were
deceivers; others that they were good men. On the second day, a magistrate
attempted to pull Waller off the stage, but the elergymen of the parish
prevented it. The next day, aman threw a stone at Waller while he was
preaching; the stone missed Waller and struck afriend of the man who threw
it. James Greenwood and others now began to hold public meetings, by day
and by night. Much good was done by them; many believed and only waited
an opportunity to be baptized, there being no ordained preacher nearer than
Spotsylvania.

In the mean time the laborers had not been idle in that part of the vineyard
south of Jamesriver. The two Murphys, viz., William and Joseph, aided by the
indefatigable S. Harriss, had carried the Gospel into some of the counties
above Pittsylvania, where Robert Stockton and some other preachers were
raised. S. Harriss, J. Read, Jeremiah Walker,”” & c., had proclaimed the tidings
of peace in Halifax, Charlotte, Lunenburg, Mecklenburg, Amelia and almost
all the counties above Richmond, on the south side of the river. In these
gatherings, there were many useful and several eminent ministers of the
Gospel brought in, viz., John Williams, John King, James Shelbourne, Henry
Lester, with some others. The Gospel wasfirst carried hither, nearly as it was,



into Culpeper and Spotsylvania, viz.: in consequence of a special message to
the preachers from some of the inhabitants. They constituted the first church in
1769, with about forty members, which was called Nottoway.” Mr. Walker
soon moved and took pastoral charge of them. He had been preaching some
time before thisin North Carolina, his native State; he now removed to
Virginia, and for several years acted a conspicuous part in the concerns of
Virginia Baptists.



CHAPTER 3. — FROM THE COMMENCEMENT OF
LEGAL PERSECUTION UNTIL THE ABOLITION OF
THE ESTABLISHED CHURCH.

WHEN the Baptists first appeared in North Carolinaand Virginiathey were
viewed by men in power as beneath their notice; none, said they, but the weak
and wicked join them; let them alone, they will soon fall out among themselves
and come to nothing. In some places this maxim was adhered to, and
persecution, in alegal shape, was never seen. But in many places, alarmed by
the rapid increase of the Baptists, the men in power strained every penal law in
the Virginia code to obtain ways and means to put down these disturbers of the
peace, as they were now called.

It seems by no means certain that any law in force in Virginia authorized the
imprisonment of any person for preaching. The law for the preservation of
peace, however, was so interpreted as to answer this purpose; and, accordingly,
whenever the preachers were apprehended, it was done by a peace warrant.

The first instance of actual imprisonment, we believe, that ever took place in
Virginia, was in the county of Spotsylvania. On the 4th of June, 1768, John
Waller, Lewis Craig, James Childs, &c., were seized by the sheriff and hauled
before three magistrates, who stood in the meeting-house yard,” and who
bound them in the penalty of one thousand pounds, to appear at court two days
after. At court they were arraigned as disturbers of the peace; on their trial,
they were vehemently accused, by a certain lawyer, who said to the court,

“May it please your worships, these men are great disturbers of the
peace; they cannot meet a man upon the road, but they must ram a text
of Scripture down his throat.”

Mr. Waller made his own and his brethren’ s defence so ingeniously that they
were somewhat puzzled to know how to dispose of them. They offered to
release them if they would promise to preach no more in the county for a year
and aday. Thisthey refused; and, therefore, were sent into close jail. Asthey
were moving on, from the court-house to the prison, through the streets of
Fredericksburg, they sung the hymn

“Broad isthe road that leads to death,” &c.

This had an awful appearance. After four weeks' confinement, Lewis Craig™
was released from prison and immediately went down to Williamsburg to get a
release for his companions. He waited on the deputy-governor, the Hon. John



Blair, stated the case before him, and received the following letter, directed to
the King' s attorney in Spotsylvania

“SIR, — | lately received aletter, signed by a good number of worthy
gentlemen, who are not here, complaining of the Baptists; the
particulars of their misbehavior are not told, any further than their
running into private houses and making dissensions. Mr. Craig and Mr.
Benjamin Waller are now with me and deny the charge; they tell me
they are willing to take the oaths as others have; | told them | had
consulted the attorney-general, who is of opinion that the general court
only have aright to grant licenses, and therefore | referred them to the
court; but, on their application to the attorney-general, they brought me
his letter, advising me to write to you. That their petition was a matter
of right, and that you may not molest these conscientious people so
long as they behave themselves in a manner becoming pious Christians
and in obedience to the lawstill the court, when they intend to apply
for license, and when the gentlemen who complain may make their
objections and be heard. The act of toleration (it being found by
experience that persecuting dissenters increases their numbers) has
given them aright to apply, in a proper manner, for licensed houses for
the worship of God, according to their consciences; and | persuade
myself that the gentlemen will quietly overlook their meetingstill the
court. | am told they administer the sacrament of the Lord’ s supper,
near the manner we do, and differ from our church in nothing but in
that of baptism, and in their renewing the ancient discipline; by which
they have reformed some sinners and brought them to be truly penitent.
Nay, if aman of theirsisidle and neglects to labor and provide for his
family as he ought, he incurs their censures, which have had good
effects. If this be their behavior, it were to be wished we had more of it
among us. But at least, | hope all may remain quiet till the court.

“1 am, with great respect,
“To the gentlemen, &c.,
“Your humble serv't,

“JOHN BLAIR.
“Williamsburg, July 16, 1768.”

When the letter came to the attorney he would have nothing to say in the affair.
Waller and the others continued in jail forty-three days, and were discharged®
without any conditions. While in prison they constantly preached through the
grates. The mobs without used every exertion to prevent the people from
hearing, but to little purpose. Many heard, indeed, upon whom the Word was
in power and demonstration.



After their discharge, which was a kind of triumph, Waller, Craig and their
compeersin the ministry, resumed their labors with redoubled vigor, gathering
fortitude from their late sufferings, thanking God that they were counted
worthy to suffer for Christ and His Gospel. Day and night, and indeed almost
every day and night, they held meetings in their own and the adjacent
neighborhoods. The spread of the Gospel and Baptist principles was equal to
all their exertions; insomuch that in very few sections of Virginiadid the
Baptist cause appear more formidable to its enemies and more consoling to its
friends than in Spotsylvania; and we may add, so it is at this day.

We have aready observed the spread of the Gospel in the county of
Goochland, and that certain promising young preachers were thrust into the
work. Animated as they were with. strong desires for the welfare of souls, they
could not restrain themselves within the limits of one county. In December,
1770, Messrs. William Webber and Joseph Anthony, two zealous young
preachers, passed James river into Chesterfield, having been previously invited
by some of the inhabitants. They, however, met with rigid treatment; the
magistrates, finding that many were turning to righteousness, (to madness, as
they would have it) and, that these young laborers were likely to do them much
harm, issued warrants, and had theta apprehended and cast into prison. The
court-requiring them to bind themselves to do what they could not in
conscience comply with, they continued in jail until the March following.
While in prison they did much execution by preaching through the rates;, many
people attended their ministry and many professed faith by virtue of the labors
of these the Lord’ s persecuted servants. This was the beginning of God’' s work
in the county of Chesterfield; no county ever extended its opposition and
persecution to the Baptists farther than this; and yet in few counties have
Baptist principles prevailed more extensively than in Chesterfield.”

When Webber and Anthony were let go they returned to Goochland to their
own company, and resumed their great work. Mr. Webber, however, enjoyed
his liberty only afew months; he consented to travel with John Waller on a
course of meetings to Middlesex. They arrived in the upper end of Middlesex
on the loth of August, 1771; they came, but soon found there was no chance to
proceed in their work. While William Webber was preaching from these
words, “ Show me thy faith without thy works, and | will show you my faith by
my works,” a magistrate pushed up, and drew back his club with adesign to
knock Webber down. Some person behind him caught the club and prevented
the mischief. Having a warrant to apprehend all who preached, and being
backed by two sheriffs, the parson and a posse, he seized William Webber,
John Waller, James Greenwood and Robert Ware.” On the same day Thomas
Wafford, who had traveled from the upper country with the preachers, though
no preacher himself, was severely beaten by one of the persecutors with a



whip, the scar of which he will probably carry to his grave; he, with the four
above-named preachers, were tried by James Montague. They first searched
their saddle-bags to find treasonabl e papers; finding none, they proceeded to
trial, taking them one by one into private rooms, proposing to them to give
bond and security not to preach in the county again. Each of them expressly
refused. Wafford was discharged, not being a preacher; the other four were
ordered to prison, and, being conducted by two sheriffs, they were safely
lodged in closejail that night about 9 o’ clock. The prison swarmed with fleas.
They borrowed a candle of thejailer, and having sung the praises of that
Redeemer whose cross they bore and from whose hands they expected a crown
in the end; having returned thanks that it was a prison and not hell that they
were in; praying for themselves, their friends, their enemies and persecutors,
they laid down to sleep. The next day being Sunday, many of their friends
came to see them and were admitted into the prison. James Greenwood
preached to them. They were well supplied by their friends with the
necessaries and comforts for living, which, added to the sense of Divine
goodness that they enjoyed, they had no unpleasant season. They gave notice
that they would preach every Wednesday and Sunday. Many came to hear
them, insomuch that their enemies began to be enraged, and would frequently
beat a drum while they were preaching.

On Monday, the 24th, being court day, they were carried to the court-house to
betried. A guard attended them, as if they had been criminals. They were not
allowed to speak for themselves, but peremptorily required to give bond and
security for good behavior, and not to preach in the county again for one year.
These terms they expressly refused, and were remanded to prison, and orders
given that they should be fed on bread and water. Accordingly, the next day
they had nothing else, and not enough of bread. So it continued for four days,
until the brethren and friends found it out; after that, they were furnished so
plentifully that they bestowed in bounty upon the poor inhabitants of the town.
On September the loth they were alowed the prison bounds, by which they
were much relieved; yet they were frequently under the necessity of resorting
to thejail to avoid the rage of persecutors. The Lord daily opened the hearts of
the people; the rich sent many presents — things calculated to nourish themin
their sufferings and to alleviate their sorrows. William Webber fell sick. This
excited the sympathy of their friends in a higher degree; they paid him great
attention. The persecutors found that the imprisonment of the preachers tended
rather to the furtherance of the Gospel. They preached regularly in prison;
crowds attended; the preaching seemed to have double weight when coming
from the jail; many viewed it with superstitious reverence, so that their
enemies became desirous to be rid of them. Accordingly, on the 26th day of
September, after having been thirty daysin close confinement and sixteen days
in the bounds, they were liberated upon giving a bond for good behavior.”



The rage of persecutors had in nowise abated; they seemed, sometimes, to
strive to treat the Baptists and their worship with as much rudeness and
indecency as was possible. They often insulted the preachersin time of
service, and would ride into the water and make sport when they administered
baptism; they frequently fabricated and spread the most groundless reports,
which were injurious to the characters of the Baptists. When any Baptists fell
into any improper conduct, it was always exaggerated to the utmost extent. On
one occasion, when Robert Ware was preaching, there came one Davis and one
Kemp, two sons of Belial, and stood before him with a bottle, and drank,
offering the bottle to him, cursing him. As soon as he closed his service they
drew out a pack of cards and began to play on the stage where he had been
standing, wishing him to reprove them that they might beat him."

Notwithstanding these severe oppositions, the Word of the Lord grew and
multiplied greatly. Y oung preachers were ordained and churches constituted,
the first of which was Lower King and Queen church, constituted October 17,
1772, with seventeen members, and on the 11th of February following Robert
Ware was consecrated as pastor. Glebe Landing church was a so constituted at
the same time, and James Greenwood ordained a layelder. Exol and
Piscataway churches were constituted in no great while after this (the former
in 1775 and the latter, March 13, 1774). These new churches, filled with young
and inexperienced members, were visited frequently by J. Waller,
accompanied sometimes by one, and sometimes another of the preachers of his
own vicinity. His ministrations were, on the one hand, exceedingly salutary
and comfortable to his friends; but on the other, highly displeasing to the
enemies of the Baptists. They viewed Waller as the ring-leader of all the
confusion and disturbance that had befallen them. Great congregations of
people attended the Baptist meetings, while very few went to the parish
churches. The zealots for the old order were greatly embarrassed. “If,” said
they, “we permit themto go on, our church must come to nothing, and yet if we
punish them as far as we can stretch the law, it seems not to deter them; for
they preach through prison windows in spite of our endeavorsto prevent it.”
Sometimes the rector of the parish would give notice that, on a certain day, he
would prove the Baptists to be deceivers and their doctrines false. The attempt
was often made, but they uniformly injured their own cause; their arguments
were generally drawn from the extravagancies of the German Anabaptists. To
this the Baptistsin aword replied: that they disclaimed all connection with the
Anabaptists, and felt themselves no more responsible for their irregularities
than the Episcopalians could feel for the fooleries of the Papists; that the Bible
was the criterion; by that they were willing to stand or fall. Not unfrequently
their leading men would attend the Baptist meetings, and would enter into
arguments with the preachers; they insisted that their church was the oldest and
consequently the best; that their ministers were learned men, and consequently



most competent to interpret Scripture; that the better sort and well-informed
adhered to them, whilst none, or scarcely any except the lower order, followed
the Baptists; that they were all in peace and friendship before the coming of
the Baptists; but now their houses and neighborhood were filled with religious
disputes; that the Baptists were false prophets who were to come in sheep’s
clothing.

To these arguments Waller and the other preachers boldly and readily replied
that if they were wolvesin sheep’s clothing, and their opponents were the true
sheep, it was quite unaccountabl e that they were persecuted and cast into
prison. It was well known that wolves would destroy sheep, but never, until
then, that sheep would prey upon wolves; that their coming might, indeed,
interrupt their peace; but certainly if it did it must be a false peace, bordering
on destruction, and to rouse them from such lethargy was like waking a man
whose house was burning over him; that the effects of their coming were
similar to those foretold by Christ, as arising from the propagation of His
word, namely: “that there should be five in one house, three against two, and
two against three;” that if the higher ranks in society did not countenance them
it was no more than what befell their Master and His inspired Apostles; that
rich men in every generation, with some few exceptions, were enemiesto a
pure Gospel; but that God had declared that He had chosen the poor of this
world to berichin faith; that it was true that most of their preachers were
unlearned, yet that they had evidences that they were called to the ministry by
the will of God; that this was the most essential qualification of a minister, the
want of which al the learning of al the schools could not supply.

The Baptist preachers would often retort their own inconsistencies upon them:
that while they professed to be Christians, they indulged themselves in the
violation of most of the Christian precepts; that their communion was often
polluted by the admission of known drunkards, gamesters, swearers and
revellers; that even their clergy, learned as they were, had never learned the
most essential doctrine of revelation, the indispensable necessity of the new
birth or being born again; that their public discourses were nothing more than
moral addresses, such as a pagan philosopher, unassisted by the Bible, could
have composed.

Foiled in their arguments, and galled by the reproaches cast upon them, which
doubtless were often done with too much acrimony, they again resorted to the
civil power. In August, 1772, James Greenwood and William Loval were
preaching not far from the place wher