A Will To Dominate
he following article deals with a very important subject — a child‟s will to dominate.
Though this mother has a good attitude and represents her responses as calm and controlled, she has failed to
properly train. She is perplexed because her younger daughter is not so dominant. She feels there is something
different about this one. All children occasionally manifest a will to dominate, but only a few are as intense as this
child. Things can get out of hand in a hurry.
I underlined portions of her letter to draw your attention to key statements that reveal the child‟s attitude.
I know this article is going to liberate many of you from uncertainties that have kept you from being firm and forceful
with your little dictators.
I have also given practical solutions for eradicating this diabolical will to dominate.

T

Dear Pastor,
Our daughter Sue is almost four. . She has been a handful right from birth. In the hospital nursery they
had to keep her in a separate room because her screaming disrupted the other babies! The hospital nursery
workers told my husband that we were going to have our hands full. Sue never wanted to be cuddled until she was
sick for the first time at 8 months of age. She wouldn’t even let us take her hand to show her things, even pat a
cake! Sue was frustrated (and still is) about everything. Frustrated that she couldn’t roll, mad that she couldn’t sit,
furious that she couldn’t walk or talk.
We didn’t help matters much by always putting her to sleep by walking, rocking, or nursing. Consequently,
she never learned patience. We always went to her or picked her up with the first whimper, since we knew it would
turn into a full-blown, purple faced, ragging fit. She had a temper. Finally at eleven months of age we began proper
and consistent training, and when she turned one, she at last began sleeping through the night.
When I asked her to put up her toys, she would throw the toys the other way, even after I would make a
fun game of it, doing most of it myself. Or sometimes she would pick one item up as slow as a turtle, or place the
toy on the edge of the bucket, so more often than not it would fall out, not in.
And yes, after a long of working on the clean-up concept, I’m sure II applied pressure – nothing ever got
cleaned up!
She’s still the same, picking up items with her feet or mouth, or going on to play with something else when I
leave the room. Funny how her sister Ruth was taught the same way, and right from the start she loved putting
things in buckets, and is a wonderful clean-upper. Sue is the same if I ask her to put her sandals on and go collect
the chicken eggs. She puts her boots on instead. I’ll say, “No Sue, your sandals.” So she puts her sandals on
backwards. I’ll say, “No Sue, put them on properly,” and she’ll put them on and run out, only to take them off when
she gets outside. When I realize she hasn’t returned with the eggs, I look out and see her sandals are off her feet
and she’s playing in the mud. I finally had to take away the privilege of collecting eggs, adding on to my
responsibilities.
Staying in bed has been an issue since the 2nd week after we put her in a big bed. The novelty wore off and
she realized her freedom, even though she understood the rules-no getting out of bed unless she calls and asks.
Naptime and bedtime became spanking time. Off the bed she would come 2, 4, 10, 20 or more times! When we
couldn’t take her bottom getting another spanking, we began looking for other penalties. If she got out of bed we
put her in the playpen (the crib was occupied by her baby sister). She hated that, and would throw a fit and a half.
She quickly learned how to climb out of the playpen. We finally took down her big bed and let her sleep on the
floor.
Now that little brother has arrived, Sue and Ruth share a room. Ruth, who never questioned our authority
about when it was time to go to bed, and who would be breathing heavily in less than five minutes, now jumps off
the bed along with Sue. Sue will also call out many, many times, keeping her self and us up until nearly 10:00 some
nights.
We make sure all needs are met before lights are out (potty, drink of water, read a Bible story, tucked in,
one song while I rub backs, a few more minutes of “talk about” if it’s not to late, and send Daddy in one more time).
Then the games begin. She wants more water. We say no. She wants a teddy bear or a doll. She wants to talk some

more. She wants another hug. She wants her back rubbed again. She wants more kisses or hugs. She wants to blow
us kisses. The problem is, we have found that if we deny her any of the things she requests, and she goes to bed on
a bad note, like if we spank her for anything, she wakes up screaming in the middle of the night, demanding that we
do one of the things we denied her before she went to bed.
This literally went on for weeks. Lack of sleep was affecting everyone. We warned before bed not to wake
everyone up in the night or she would be spanked the next morning. That did not faze her. If she goes to sleep on a
good note, with no spanking, then there is no problem in the middle of the night. But we can’t give her everything
she demands at all hours of the night.
Sibling rivalry is another issue. Sue is selfish to the extreme, and very mean to her sister. She “bugs” her
sister all the time, which warrants a spanking, and she usually takes advantage of the times I’m nursing her
brother. (He was on oxygen and monitors for a long while and so he was use to nursing in a quiet room- now if I try
it in any other location he refuses. He also has to be upright after feeding so I can’t just lay him down and go
chastise her during his feeding.) She knows she will be punished, but enjoys the moment to it’s fullest.
Her behavior during spanking is difficult as well. I will ask her if she knows why she is getting a spanking,
and she will say, “for being mean to Ruth.” Then when I spank her she will flail, arch, and start screaming, “huggie,
huggie, and huggie.” over and over. I’ve told her before that when she’s ready to hug to stand up and come get one,
so I now consider this screaming a form of talking back and I spank her again, and again, and again. We go through
this every time. It is a very tiring day.
Now this whole letter has begun to sound as if we have WWIII going on in our home constantly.
Admittedly, my husband often comments that Sue may be a skinny little 30 pounds, but when she wakes in the
morning in a foul mood, the whole family is completely affected the rest of the day. She can be a real sweetie,
saying, “Mamma you’re the best!” Or in the middle of brushing her teeth she’ll stop and give me a hug, or she’ll put a
whole bunch of her toys together in a bag and give me her “present.”
She is so easily distracted, and most times her behavior isn’t necessarily out and out disobedience. Yes,
there is a standard that she has to meet, but spankings don’t seem to change her behavior. She even has out on
numerous family outings. If she throws a fit, we do not allow her to go with us, but take her to my mother to keep.
When we return, she acts indifferent and boasts of what a swell time SHE had.
This letter has become quite lengthy. I have been “Rambling” a bit myself. Sue has so much energy, a short
attention span, a wicked temper, and a very strong will, and it all manifest itself in a disregard for rules. We
thought that by age four we wouldn’t to spank nearly as often. But instead of decreasing, the instances have
increased!
Can you offer any suggestions?

An Examination of the Letter
This mother said of her daughter, “She has been a handful right from the birth.” She tends to think her child‟s problems are not
learned but rather inherited. She continues, “She never wanted to be cuddled.” There are many physical reasons why a newborn bay
be very uncomfortable, in pain even, from being touched. Originally, the screaming may have had a physical cause. However, the
physical problems will remedy themselves in time, but the attitude that she developed while in that state of discomfort is not a product
of genetics or a birth condition. Pain doesn‟t make a child selfish and mean, but it can provide an opportunity for selfishness to grow.
Note: this mother called her one-year-old daughter‟s actions “temper.” She may have begun life with some kind of discomfort, but
eleven months later, her anger was a learned habit.
She said that when she “asked her to put up her toys, she would throw the toys the other way,” or “she would pick one item up as as a
turtle, or place the toy on the edge of the bucket, so more often than not it would fall out, not in.” The actions of this child cannot be
explained in terms of personality. She had developed a willfulness to defy authority. Her slow “obedience” was a deliberate
statement that, though they had the power to force compliance, they did not have jurisdiction over her soul.
This mother said her daughter is “still the same, picking up items with her feet or mouth, or going on to play with something else when
I leave the room.” By picking up items with her feet or mouth, she was technically obeying while proving her independence. It was
symbolic obedience, designed to avoid the crises of disobedience, while at the same time making a statement of defiance.
She said, “Her sister Ruth was taught the same way, and right from the start she loved putting things in buckets, and is a
wonderful cleanup-per.” It is true that one child will be born with a personality that is more social and group minded, while another from the same family will be more independent in nature. When a mare has two colts, one may be wild and full of spunk, hard

to break, while the other may follow its master around like a dog. Both of them can be broken to the saddle, but with different
techniques. If a trainer uses the same methods on both horses, he may
train the compliant horse, while making a rebel of the spunky one. Another trainer, using a more overriding technique, may train the
spunky horse while crushing the spirit of the gentle-natured horse.
Al] children are different. You may have four that are gentle and one that likes to jump fences and investigate the unknown. The
more independent natured horses are more likely to „go bad‟ if they are not handled correctly. If the gentle horses „go bad‟ it is not so
obvious because they don‟t jump fences and kick you. They just stand with their heads down, afraid to enjoy themselves. Ruth is
gentle in nature while Sue is independent, but we expect a good attitude and complete obedience from both of them.
Here is where it gets interesting. Mother said, “If I ask her to put her sandals on and go collect the chicken eggs, she puts her boots on
instead. I‟ll say, „No Sue your sandals.‟ So she puts her sandals on backwards. I‟ll say, „No Sue, put them on properly,‟ and she „II
put them on and run out, only to take them off when she gets outside. When I realize she hasn‘t returned with the eggs, I look out and
see her sandals are off her fret and she is playing in the mud.”
Again, what you are seeing is a will to dominate. Sue is consumed with the joys of independent action. She is exhilarated by
defying authority. We are seeing the heart of a rebel. It is not as if she had a preference for backward shoes. She will always choose
the opposite side of an issue. She wants conflict, because only in conflict can she prove her independence. She wants to do the
opposite because that is who she has decided to be.
—

When Sue would not stay in bed, Mother removed the bed and let her sleep on the floor. Sue won the battle. Every time she sleeps on
the floor she knows that her spirit has not been broken. Mother is the one that broke. Her parents gave up. They couldn‟t win the
battle of the bed, so not trusting their own autho th~ ispost of the game. “Ha, weak, spinele parents; they can‟t tell me what do!” That
„fit and a half is just a to to intimidate her parents.
Mother said, “We make sure needs are met before lights are o~ (potty, drink of water, read a Bit~ story, tucked in, one song while
I ri backs, a few more minutes of ‘t~ about‟ if it‟s not too late, and se~ daddy in one more time. Then t games bezin. She wants more
wati We say no. She wants a teddy bear doll. She wants to talk some mo She wants another hug. She wai her back rubbed again. She
wa, more kisses or hugs. She wants blow us kisses. The problem is, have found that if we deny her any the thin2s she requests, and she
goes to sleep on a bad note, like if we spank her for anything, she wakes screaming in the middle of the night. demanding the one
thing we denied her before putting her to bed.
She was correct in calling it a game. Sue is not thirsty or lonely or needing to go potty. She is seeking one last symbolic victory before
going to bed. If I read this home correctly, she is not starved for affection or approval. She is not suffering from “low self-esteem.”
She is enjoying the conquest. She knows where her sensitive mother is vulnerable, where she is more likely to feel guilt, to feel the
need to comply. How can she refuse one more hug, one more kind word? She has her mother where she is most tender. Her actions
say, “Don‟t be a bad mother, prove that you love me by doing what I want. I am just a poor, thirsty child about to go to bed
dehydrated. I just need to hear your compliant voice one more time before I go to sleep. I need a token of obeisance before you turn
the lights out on my kingdom. Prove your loyalty and my worth one more time, and then my ego will be big enough to cradle me until
morning.”
It is a game of tug-of-wills. Games are played for the sake of playing. If Sue cannot win the prize, then it is enough to know that she
fought a good fight, that she went down swinging.
It is horrible in its implications, that when her parents force compliance, she goes to sleep with that defeat brewing in her soul, and
that she wakes in the night with renewed zeal to revive the battle and establish her dominance. Even should she lose the battle, the fact
that she woke her parents and stirred their anger gives her a satisfaction that she is still alive, still vital, still autonomous, supreme in
her independence.
Mother said, “Sibling rivalry is another issue. Sue is selfish to the extreme, and very mean to her sister.” Extreme selfishness is not
only valuing self above others; it is viewing others as material to be spent and wasted for one‟s own entertainment.
Mother said, “She „bugs‟ her sister all the time, which warrants a spanking, and she usually takes advantage of the times I am
nursing her brother (he was on oxygen and monitors for a long while and so was used to nursing in a quiet room now if I try it in any
other location, he refuses. He also has to be upright after feeding so I can‟t just lay him down and go chastise her during his feeding).
On a side note to this mother: By catering to your son‟s sensitivity, nursing him where and how he is comfortable, you are
allowing him to dictate the terms under which he will be happy. Wean him from his demands for solitude. If you don‟t, he will follow
in Sue‟s footsteps. The way to recondition him is to go to your secluded place and leave the door open so as to make him a little
uncomfortable, but not enough to prevent him from nursing. Every time you nurse him, introduce just a little more noise and
confusion until he finds himself nursing while you are singing and jogging. It will work. What you condition a child into, you can
condition him out of.
—

Mother said, “She knows she will be punished - but enjoys the moment to it‟s fullest.” I know prisoners that will hit a guard, knowing
that they are going to have their sentences lengthened, spend time in solitary confinement, lose privileges, have their parole date put
off, and possibly get a beating as well. Why do they do it, knowing the suffering it will cost them? Because at that moment there is
nothing more important in the universe than “showing this punk guard that I will not take this off nobody.” That attitude started before
12 months of age, and no one was ever big enough to stand up to him.

When Sue interrupts a spanking, crying “huggie,” it is nothing more than a ploy to stop her immediate suffering. At
some time in the past, this diversion worked, and she keeps trying to use it, hoping it will work again. She is appealing to
motherly instincts—engaging in psychological warfare, a way whereby she can gain the upper hand in the contest. She Is
seeking to redefine the Issues by focusing on mother‟s feelings rather than her own disobedience.
In the case where a kid is truly broken and contrite, and the child approaches you for reassurance, the hug would be
appropriate, but not when it is used as a diversion.
I did not hug my kids after spanking them. I didn‟t want to confuse the issue. Spanking is a time when you are
rejecting an attitude or behavior, not a time to confer a reward. I had no fear of communicating rejection, for I spent 100
minutes smiling into the face of my child for every one minute that I spent disapproving of him. Don‟t confuse the issue
by trying to do two things at the same time. Spank your child. Then tell her to dry it up. And with no show of emotion, tell
her to get back to what she was suppose to be doing to begin with. It is all over in thirty seconds. No trips to the
bedroom—no special, emotional sessions. When they do something lovely, then you can love them.
She said that Sue “can be a real sweetie, saying „Mama, you„re the best!‟ Or in the middle of brushing her teeth
she‟ll stop and give me a hug, or she‟ll put a whole bunch of toys together into a bag and give me her „present.” Children
that have a will to dominate do not always seek confrontation. They can appreciate love and peace just like anyone else. It
is just when you cross the child‟s will, or when the demon of dominance (speaking figuratively) takes her that she is
compelled to crush all contenders. A foul mood is animosity. It is a rejection and condemnation of others. In short, it is
hatred and anger.
Mother said, “She even has missed out on numerous family outings. If she throws a fit, we do not allow her to go with
us, but take her to my mother to keep. When we return, she acts indifferent and boasts of what a swell time SHE had.” Her
„act‟ of indifference is just another way of robbing her parents of winning the contest, or it is a way of professing to have
won by claiming to have had a better time than she would have had if she had gone with them. She sees that it hurts them
and she enjoys the appearance of control, even in the midst of defeat.
What motivates her?
When we see this nearly four-year-old child exhibiting bizarre defiance, our first thought is, Why? What is in her
mind when she puts her sandals on backwards? It seems so pointless. What motivates her to be antisocial? Why
antagonize her mother, who‟s approval she must value? We could understand if she was trying to avoid some difficult
responsibility or gain some secret pleasure. Deviant behavior makes sense if it is driven for a desire to eat forbidden fruit,
but who wants to drink water when you are not thirsty, or get up out of bed so you can get another spanking? Why create
your own misery?
In criminal cases, the prosecutor must first establish a motive, for no one acts without sufficient cause. Was it passion,
greed, lust? What did the perpetrator hope to gain? When the one known to have committed a crime has no motive, the
authorities consider him mentally ill. A sound mind will always choose the path of pleasure, passion, or profit. His trail
may be twisted and evil, but it can always be explained in terms of self-gratification—except in the case of the
psychopathic and children like Sue.
She will sabotage any parental attempt to introduce control and reason. It is as if everything was wired backwards.
Not all children are like this, but there are enough of them to make birth control popular and to keep the pharmaceutical
companies wealthy selling Ritalin.
This concerned and perplexed mother is not alone. We receive hundreds of letters describing conditions identical to
Sue‟s.
Disciples of the New World Order line up to drug their children into oblivion, while Christian parents are lining up to
get the devils cast out of their kids. I could wish the problems were as simple as demon possession. The Christian family
can rid their children of devils in a thirty second prayer. But if this deviant behavior we see in children like Sue is a manifestation of their own character, then the fall of Adam is still in progress, and parents have a front row seat to ongoing
depravity.

Defiance itself
The only factor common to all her weird acts of defiance is defiance itself. She seeks to dominate because that is
where her greatest pleasure lies. Sue finds pleasure in standing crossways to the will of others. She is on a quest for
sovereignty—to be the supreme potentate. She will not make the compromises necessary to be a part of society. She has
set herself against the rules of group cooperation. She seeks to live beyond authority.

The original sin
Lucifer was the first one to take independent action. The Bible speaks of his motive: “I will ascend up; I will exalt
my throne above the stars of God (above other angels and cherubim); I will be like the most high (be like God) (Isaiah
14:14).”
The original sin was not committed by Adam. It was committed by Lucifer, the cherub. He developed a will to dominate, to
control, to call the shots, to direct not only his affairs, but the affairs of others. He wanted to be sovereign.
Lucifer (now known as Satan) was disembodied and cast down to the earth (then called Eden) before Adam and Eve were
created. (Is. 14:12-15; Ezek. 28:13-17; Job 38:7; Luke 10:17; Rev. 12:9) He knows that he will end in the fires of hell. He has no hope
of winning, yet he still seeks symbolic victories. With defeat certain, he seeks gestures of defiance. He wants to express his rebellion
in tokens of contempt. Satan finds pleasure in the knowledge that he is not giving God the pleasure of supremacy. In his twisted
thinking, his very existence, every defiant thought and act of noncompliance, is a denial of the sovereignty of God. In that alone he
finds meaning and purpose. There can be no ultimate pleasure for Satan, so he lives for the immediate pleasure of reveling in his own
autonomy, in defiance of God. Seeing this, we can understand why “God prepared hell for the devil and his angels.”

So, who is to blame?
Who is at fault? Did Sue‟s parents bring her to this, or is it the fault of something that occurred on the theological battleground before
she was born—the fault of God? Did she inherit this behavior? You will be in step with current trends if you label her behavior as „the
sins of the parents visited on the children.” When we mortals are called to account for our stewardship, we are prone to pass the
blame.
To hear Christians explain their failures, either Adam is to blame, the devil, or my “sinful nature.” I am a victim. My child is a
victim. We are helpless. To be known as psychologically astute you must not demand anything of your child or yourself, for,
according to trends, we are capable of nothing but toleration and compassion. This concept has been prevalent in all generations, but
our day could be called “The Age of the Victim.”
Likewise, in this era of “science,” everything, including behavior, can be explained in terms of chemicals, genetics,
predispositions, personality types, in short—a sort of cosmic fate. No one is responsible. So the politically correct approach is to either
ignore bad behavior or sedate it with chemicals.
But this mother does not subscribe to a philosophy or theology that leaves her helpless. Though she is perplexed as to what she should
do, she knows that there are answers, things she can do that will purge her daughter of this diabolical will to dominate.

How and Why
Even before Adam and Eve sinned, the element in their natures that drew them to disobedience was a desire for pleasure—the
pleasure of taste, the pleasure of sight, and the pleasure of mental ascendancy. God created us with a desire for pleasure, something
that is an essential part of his nature. God seeks the pleasure of his own will. Pleasure in any form is the elementary motivation of the
human heart.
We think of pleasure as primarily physical or sensual, but there is also pleasure of the mind, the spirit, and the emotions. The
third aspect of Eve‟s temptation was an appeal to her desire for the pleasure of knowing, of being on the inside, of ascending by means
of the power of knowledge. It was not her desire for pleasure that was evil. Eve sinned because she sought pleasure without regard to
duty.
God placed the pleasure seeking parts of Adam and Eve under the control of their spirits and minds. Their volitional part
determined just which pleasure they would ultimately value—the pleasure of existing in fellowship with God, under his authority, or
the pleasure of independent, self-centered action. Eve chose the lower road of personal sovereignty and independent action. Children
recapitulate the fall of Adam and Eve in their own quests for pleasure.

Pleasure and Pain
During those first weeks, Sue became conscious of the pleasure of her existence. Infants know only pleasure and pain—the
pain of being hungry, and the pleasure of nursing; the pain of being sleepy, and the pleasure of a quiet room and soft blanket; the pain
of a wet diaper, and the pleasure of having mother change it.
At first Sue found all of her pleasure in having her bodily needs met, but in a few days, as she nursed and satisfied her hunger,
she came to view the act itself as pleasurable. When her tummy ached and mother burped her, she came to enjoy being held and
cooed. Life opened up and she discovered the world was a wonderful place to excite not only the senses, but the mind and spirit as
well. Her drives were all instinctive. She was incapable of any sense of responsibility or duty. Her only value was pleasure for the sake
of its inherent satisfaction.

As she experienced the gratification of having her physical and emotional needs met, she developed wants as well—things that
weren‟t essential but felt good all the same. To her, there was no distinction. During those early months, parents cannot make any
distinction either, and by the time they do, it is far past the time to begin training. Parents live to serve the child, and the child lives to
be served. It is a mutually beneficial arrangement. It is when parents allow the child to stay on the throne too long that problems occur.

The Contest Begins
When Sue was just weeks old, because her parents rushed to meet her every need, she developed a conviction that the world
owed her constant pleasure, and that her parents were there to serve her. But there were times when she was cold or hungry, and her
parents were unaware of her needs, or for some reason they failed to act immediately. At such times she responded as any human or
animal would; she expressed discomfort through body language and whining noises. Her parents did what is natural for parents; they
rushed to satisfy the needs (and wants) of their helpless infant. Since the whining brought a favorable response, she very quickly
realized that she had control over those people meeting her needs. The whining was adopted as a form of communication. Why not?
Parents understood it and responded favorably.
In time, whining lost some of its power, so she increased its intensity until it became screaming fits, which worked even better.
Wow! She had the power to manipulate her parents. So her communication took on a more demanding and belligerent tone.
She was pragmatic. If it works, use it. If it feels good, do it. And all this by her first birthday! It was at this time that Sue‟s
parents started training her. Not too late to train, but certainly too late to start.

The roots of domination
When Sue got a little older, her parents lost some of that instinctual tolerance that parents have for their helpless infants. They
became increasingly dissatisfied with her intimidating aggression. They kept thinking she would grow out of it, but instead she
perfected her techniques. Having decided she was old enough to be disciplined, they started resisting her demands. But Sue did not
want to give up her throne, so she intensified the use of tools that had always been effective— “fits and a half” Sometimes she got
her way and sometimes she lost the battle. But she found her occasional victory-of-the-wills to be a great pleasure, because at the
end of the battle she obtained the indulgence she desired.

Symbolic victories
But it didn‟t stop there. Originally the war-of-the-wills occurred over issues of indulgence. The child wanted to eat,
stay awake, put her shoes on, take her shoes off, not eat a certain thing, etc. Parents had one view and the child had
another. But after winning enough battles, Sue developed an addiction to the heady sensations of sovereignty. She found
great mental satisfaction in using other people to serve her wants. It made her drunk with power to stand against what she
knew to be the greatest force in the universe—her parents.
Note carefully. Here is the final step that brought Sue to where we find her in this letter. She now seeks symbolic
victories over her parents—over all authority. She will take a position for no other reason than that it is the opposite of her
parents‟, thus enabling her to experience the exhilaration of the fight, with the only prize being the title of winner. Sue
now seeks opportunities to score victories over her parents. She finds pleasure in humbling them, in taking the wind out of
their sails; just to win the contest of wills, to prove her prowess, to demonstrate her autonomy, to be her own person, to
know that no one can make her bend or bow—what joy unspeakable and full of power!

The seed of sin
This was the third aspect of Eve‟s temptation—to be like the gods, to know good and evil without making any judgments. The Apostle John calls it “the pride of life.” Originally it was just a child‟s desire for pleasure, but not any more. It
is now something much worse. This child‟s desire for pleasure has now mutated into a desire to dominate. This will to
dominate is amazing in its strength, profound in its dedication and consistency, and evil in its disregard for the needs of
others. We have discovered the soil in which the seed of sin is germinated.

When the will to dominate grows up
When tyrants grow up, they learn to control their inclinations in situations where they could embarrass themselves or
loose their jobs or friends. The shameful thing is that when they go home, out of the public eye, they take out their need to
dominate on their families. Most marital problems are rooted in the fact that one or both parties are trying to dominate the
other. Women, normally thought of as more passive than men, are just as prone to have a will to dominate, but, due to their
inferior physical statue, their tactics are more subtle than Sue‟s. They will use weakness, bitterness, or emotional intimidation as a lever to control others.

Reclaiming your authority
child will suffer the pain of spanking time after time, in hopes of winning the blessed reward of dominance the next time—or
maybe the next. If Sue became convinced that there was no game and no chance of winning, that there would never be the “thrill of
victory,” only “the agony of defeat,” she would drop the game and go where she could find true pleasure.

Peace on earth, good will toward men
Leftwing dogma would advocate turning the other cheek. They would advise us to give the child everything she wants, and when she
is bloated with her personal expressions, she will normalize. But the Jungs, Darwins, and Deweys are ready in the wings with drugs in
the event their social experimentations don‟t work. If their promiscuous approach to child development fails, they have reserved the
privilege of labeling the child as a victim of a brain disorder.
If you leave a child to function as if his independence and dominance were a viable option, you are not loving the child; you are
allowing him to march blindly into certain destruction—not to mention the harm he causes to others along the way.
Sue has adopted a false world-view. It is a narrow, blind, and selfish endeavor that offers false hope and empty pleasure. To allow her
to continue on this path without meeting a greater power is to allow her to continue to believe a lie that will damn her soul. Those who
set aside goodwill and adopt a will to dominate are enemies of God and of the fellowship of humanity.

Fear God and the king
When adults or children cho the wrong path they must be brought to repentance. Modern, Christian psychology with its feather-pillow
tact will not work. Sue and other children like her need to come smack dab against the fear of God. The fear God is the beginning of
wisdom., Jesus said, “1 will forewarn you whom ye shall fear: Fear him, which a) he hath killed hat/i power to cast ii hell; yea, I say
unto you, Fear him (Luke 12:5).” Modern Christianity has had the fear of God driven out of it by counselors, motivational preachers,
praise music, and Christian bookstores. Sue isn‟t young to fear God, but prope: placed fear is essential to men and spiritual health.
Sue needs to fear her parents as Christians fear God. I am not talking abc fear of a spanking, nor fear their presence, but rather, s
should fear the authority th command.

When the rod fails
Dear Mother, as we said, y cannot depend on spanking Sue it compliance. Do not fail to spank, L don‟t expect it to work until you ha
made some other adjustments. A:
when you do spank, make sure that is forceful enough to get her undivided attention. If she can scream “huggie” while you are
spanking h you are probably not spanking hard enough.
Do not allow 15 seconds to lap between the offense and the spanking And do not allow more than 10 feet between the place of the
offense and the place of spanking. The association is essential. Don‟t hug her in reference to the spanking. That is an apology, and it is
a diversion from the issues. Again, spanking will not be ~ deciding factor, but it will help kei the pressure on.

The Key to Victory
The key is to cut off all her attempts to sabotage your authority.
As Christian parents, we do not want our children to grow up belligerent and controlling. We are not content to wait until social
concerns cause them to redirect their aggressions. We see it as a heart problem that needs to be treated at the root.
In one word, I am going to give you the basic principle that will lead to banishing this disease of dominance—WIN—because that is
the rule by which the child is playing. When the child decided to be confrontational and challenge
your authority, it was for the purpose of winning a game. When you win, the child looses, and the game ceases to be fun. There is
no pleasure for the child in always loosing. A gambler is compelled to gamble as long as there is hope of winning. Addiction is kept
alive by the hope of an occasional win. If a gambler suffered the misery of losing his savings, home, car, job, family, health, and
honor, he would still gamble, because even in losing, his senses are brought to a pitch of keenness and vitality. He finds pleasure in the
game, whether he wins or loses, as long as there is hope of winning. However, if he knew that the table was rigged so that he could
never win, it would instantly purge him of his compulsion, because there would be no game, no suspense, no risk, and no possibility of
the thrill of winning. Gambling at that table would become as dull as the lawnmower blade.

Addiction
Sue‟s addiction to dominance is as strong as any addiction to heroin, alcohol, pornography, or gambling. Lust seeks opportunity.
The possibility of opportunity keeps lust simmering on the front burner. This mother said that spanking was just not working. Just as
the gambler will lose time after time, yet ignore the pain and press on in hopes of a better day, so a
self against your command, never, I say never, allow her to win. She is looking for opportunities to prove her independence and
sovereignty. You need to look for opportunities to demonstrate your sovereign governorship. She must be thwarted by a superior
power. So far, she has been stronger than you.
When you tighten up, she will bear down with her most defiant anger and hostility. Out of desperation, she will try every trick that has
ever worked. You do not have to win the battle all at once. You just have to win every contest she throws at you.

A plan
Put the bed back in her room. Explain to her that she is going to sleep in it all night. Make a list of things you will do before bedtime.
Each evening, check off the list with her, and when it is concluded there will be no more repeats. This list will be helpful because you
have been allowing her to set the agenda spontaneously, whereas by writing it down, you are making her aware that you have an
agenda from which you will not vary, and it is her responsibility to do the conforming. Place a glass of water in her room, and also a
little potty. Let her watch the clock with you. When the hand gets to the bedtime hour, you will kiss her good night and leave the
room. Do not answer any more questions, and do not respond except with a switch, in the event she breaks any of the rules. If she gets
up to potty, there had better be yellow liquid in the pot, or she gets another switching.

Do not threaten to spank her until she stops crying. For some children that would work, but you do not want to challenge her to a
contest that you cannot win. She may be able to tolerate the pain longer than you can tolerate giving it. Once she outcries the switch,
she will keep on doing so. stretching her endurance longer and longer each time. You can harden a child to your ultimatums by
allowing her to win the switching-or-else contest. The point is to win any objective
contests she initiates. You can‟t make her stop crying, but you can stand over her and make sure she does not get out of the bed. You
don‟t have to spank excessively. Your goal is to get her to “voluntarily” return to the bed.
You can get an intercom and mount it high on the wall so you can hear everything that goes on in her room. Don‟t let her know that
her room is bugged. If you can‟t get the intercom, you may have to sleep outside her room. If she gets out of bed, go in there, and
without saying a word, give her one or two licks— whatever it takes to get her back in bed. If she rushes to obey when she hears you
coming, give her five licks anyway.
Do not drag her to the bed. It is important that she exercise her own will to obey. If she throws a screaming fit, give her several
moderate licks every few minutes and wait be-side her until she is so tired she obeys. Do this all night long, every night, until she
readily complies.
If she puts her shoes on backwards, do not threaten or complain, just commence giving her licks right on her feet or ankles until she
gets her shoes on the right feet. If she takes her shoes off in the yard, do not warn her, just go out in the yard and spank her feet until
she finds her shoes and puts them back on.

Now above all, to make this effective, you must always maintain the dignity of a judge. You cannot be stressed or emotionally
upset. She has been winning the emotional battle—a field you must conquer if you are to win the larger game. Pretend to be indifferent to her suffering at the end of the switch. You must always be calm and deliberate.
Lastly, you should reward all good behavior with lots of smiles and participation. Spend time enjoying her when she is in a state of
goodwill. Try to keep her in a state of fellowship and participation at all times. Make it difficult for her to turn against the pleasure of
fellowship and to sink into a bad mood.

Fellowship
When you take away a twisted pleasure, like the will to dominate, give her something to replace it. Fellowship and group
cooperation is a powerfully stabilizing factor. Don‟t allow your child to get bored. Be sure to wear a smile that comes from your
heart. Look in your child‟s face and show delight and satisfaction. Establish the child in a mental pleasure that is more pleasurable
than the will to dominate.

Consistency
Be consistent. Repeat the former sentence 25 times and then diagram it.

